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Lara Elizabeth Gentry and Blakely Wayne Manley were united in

marriage at six o’clock in the evening on August 4, 2012, at First

Baptist Church in Baldwyn, Miss. The ceremony was officiated by

the Rev. Robert McCoy.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Terry Waters Gentry of

Baldwyn. She is the granddaughter of Ms. Patricia DeVaughn of

Saltillo, Miss., and Mr. Freddie DeVaughn of Baldwyn, and the late

Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Gentry of Baldwyn. She is the great-granddaugh-

ter of Ms. Ruby DeVaughn of Baldwyn.

The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Wayne Manley of

Booneville, Miss. He is the grandson of Mrs. Ralph Martin and the

late Mr. Ralph Martin of Booneville, and the late Mr. and Mrs.

Bobby Jack Manley of Booneville.

Given in marriage by her father, the bride wore her mother’s

wedding gown, redesigned by Sandra Ashford of Jackson, Miss.

The gown featured a Chantilly lace with a strapless sweetheart

neckline. The bodice was adorned with seed pearls and silk venise

lace motifs. The semi-chapel-length veil featured seed pearls to

accompany the gown. The bride wore a pearl necklace and ear-

rings given to her by her family. The bride carried a hand-tied bou-

quet of white and green hydrangeas, white roses, lisianthes, and

green trix. Hanging from the bride’s bouquet was a hand-stitched

handkerchief attached with a picture of her late grandmother.

Jenny Rae-Anne Gentry, sister to the bride, served as her maid

of honor. Bridesmaids were Sydney Blake Castleberry, Molly Sims

Haynes, Carrie Ann Hughes, Anna Shelton McCulloch, Carol Ann

Yates Padgett, and Haley Beth Stone. They wore floor-length strap-

less slate-colored chiffon featuring criss-cross bodices and chiffon

skirts. The bride’s attendants carried hand-tied burlap bouquets of

white hydrangeas paired with green hypericum berry. Serving as

the flower girl was Jana Claire Collins. Program attendants were

Chloe Paige DeVaughn and Maggie Elizabeth Miller. Kayla

Lauderdale Manley served as guest registry attendant. Breanna

Dawn Johnson served as the bride’s proxy.

The groom’s father, Bobby Wayne Manley, served as the best

man. Groomsmen were brother of the groom, Kevin Martin

Manley, John David Horn, Colby Jordan Padgett, Austin Flavious

Rowland, William Burton “Trey” Ward, and David Cody Wilkerson.

Ushers were cousin of the groom, Daniel Holland Martin; cousin of

the bride, Wesley Fox DeVaughn; Christopher Kyle Killough, and

Matthew Joseph Putnam.

Following the ceremony, the bride’s parents hosted a reception

at The Grove 370 in Baldwyn, where guests enjoyed heavy hors

d’oeuvres including a build-your-own nacho bar by Endville

Bakery. Guests danced to music by Night Shift. Flower arrange-

ments of purple and white lisianthes, white hydrangea, green

hydrangea, and burlap accents were created by Susan’s Flowers

in Baldwyn.

On the eve of the wedding, the groom’s parents hosted a

rehearsal dinner in historic downtown Baldwyn, at the Patina

Building. Backyard Productions was on hand to capture every spe-

cial moment of the weekend and Britanny Mortimer created the

perfect Southern atmosphere for all who attended.

Following a honeymoon in St. Lucia, the couple is at home in

Baldwyn, where the bride is employed with Farmers and Merchants

Bank. The groom is employed with Renasant Bank in Tupelo.
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Courtney Elizabeth Phillips and Michael Drew Dahlem were

united in marriage on May 19, 2012 at half past six in the evening

at Manning Gardens in a sunset ceremony. The garden service

was officiated by Dr. Chuck Herring, uncle of the groom, of

Collierville First Baptist Church in Collierville, Tenn.

The bride is the daughter of Mike and June Phillips of Tupelo.

She is the granddaughter of Nettie Stone and the late Max Stone,

the late Charles Phillips and the late Adele & Carl Huffman. The

groom is the son of Harry and Pam Walton of Tremont, and Mike

Dahlem of Mooreville. He is the grandson of Connie Branyan and

the late Lewis Branyan, the late John D Herring Jr. and Hazel

Dahlem and the late Julius Dahlem.

The guests walked the paths of the garden to a special table

set up in memory of the bride and groom’s loved ones. From there

they walked under an arch cascading with flowers to the ceremo-

ny site. The focal point of the ceremony was an antique mantel

decorated with vases of white hydrangea and white lilies. A single

chair was left empty and was reserved for the bride’s grandfather

who passed away two months prior. The bride placed a single

white rose in the chair in remembrance of him. Soloist Hannah

Waycaster, cousin of the bride, began the lighting of the candles

with an acapella version of “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.”
Escorted by her

father and given in marriage by her parents, the bride wore a

strapless hand-embroidered gown. The draped bodice and ball

gown-style skirt were accented with a sheer overlay of organza

and 3D floral accents. Her fingertip illusion veil was edged with

crystals that followed the same design as her wedding gown. She

carried a hand-tied bouquet of all-white hydrangeas, roses and

lilies.
Attending the bride as maid of honor was DeAnna Dahlem of

St. Thomas, USVI. Bridesmaids were Lauren Stanford of Jackson,

Brittney Dodson of Clarksdale, Carmen Hill of Saltillo, Hannah

Patterson of Starkville and Allison Wilson of Tupelo. They wore

matching floor-length gowns in clover green with an empire waist.

The dresses featured a sweetheart neckline with a ruched bodice.

They carried bouquets of roses, gerbera daisies and stargazer lilies,

all in various shades of pink. Serving as flower girl was Kennedy

Tedford, niece of the groom. She wore an off-white dress with a

tulle skirt and carried a basket of fresh rose petals. Cassie

Waycaster served as the registry
attendant and Hannah

Waycaster served as the program attendant.

Mike Dahlem served his son as best man. Groomsmen were

Curt Pettigrew, Jeffery Kent, Dustin Jones, Jake Padilla of Nettleton

and Harry Walton of Tremont. Adam Hill served as the usher. Reid

Dahlem, son of the couple, served as ring bearer.

Nuptial music was chosen by the bride and included songs by

well-known artists
such as Train, Edwina Hayes and Natalie Grant.

“Grow Old with Me” was performed by the soloist after the couple

recited their vows.

The ceremony was followed by a reception in and around the

lake house at Manning Gardens. The guests enjoyed with a buffet

of Southern favorites including fried chicken, Deep South caviar

and fried green tomatoes prepared by Endville Bakery and

Catering. The area was beautifully decorated with fresh flowers

and soft candlelight. The wedding cake by Creative Cakes of

Tupelo had three tiers decorated by hand with scrollwork and a

ribbon of green with fresh flowers adorning each layer. It was

topped by a crystallized monogram “D.” The groom’s cake was a

two-tier chocolate on chocolate cake with chocolate ganache,

chocolate-covered strawberries and a monogrammed “D” on

top.
Flowers by Connie of Verona provided all the flowers for the

ceremony and reception. Many special memories were captured

by Tuesday Ethridge of Classic
Photography. All of the bouquets

and residual flowers were donated to Blooms of Grace, a local

organization that reuses the flowers to bring joy to patients and

their families who are in hospice care.

On the eve of the wedding the groom’s family held a poolside

rehearsal dinner where the groom’s favorite foods were served.

Guests were also treated to the bride’s favorite of red velvet cake

and the groom’s favorite of sweet potato pie.

Following a honeymoon trip to New Orleans, the couple is at

home in Fulton. The bride is employed as office coordinator for

Tupelo Recycling and the groom is an automotive technician at

Tupelo Auto Air and Electric.
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